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Background
Follow the Dream (FTD) is an Aspirant Program for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students.
The program provides after-school tuition, individualised mentoring, and case management to
assist and support thesestudents through school, complete Year 12 and achieve a successful
transition into university, training or meaningful post- school employment. Follow the Dream was
established at Dianella Secondary College in 2018 and takes place two afternoons per week in the
dedicated Follow the Dream space in the library. We utilise two additional learning areas next to the
Follow the Dream room where tutors provide academic support to students after school. In the
learning areas, students have access to laptops, subject specific textbooks and a range of other
learning materials.

Supports
The main aim of the program is to support aspirant
Aboriginal students and Torres Strait Islander
students through their secondary schooling and on
to a positive post school pathway. This is achieved
through the following support:

Learning area where students complete their 
studies with the assistance of tutors after school.

Monitoring of student progress and providing 
intensive assistance for students who require it.

Mentoring and pathway planning with the 
Follow the Dream Coordinator.

Opportunities to attend careers excursions, 
workplace visits, after school activities, mentoring 
visits and University programs/camps.

Students are encouraged to enhance their 
sense of identity through improving on their 
cultural kaartdijin (knowledge). Opportunities are 
provided through various incursions, excursions and 
camps.

The establishment of links between family, the 
community, and schools.



Eligibility
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students are invited to apply for the Follow the Dream program,

and the selection of students is based on the following:
 

 Attendance at school is regular
 Approach to education is positive (Engagement and Behaviour)

 Interested and capable (School grades, NAPLAN) of academic success
 Positive role model to peers and wider community

 Prepared to be committed to the program
 Family supports and is committed to the program.

Dandjoo Kadadjiny 
(Coming Together Learning)

Students in the program have access to targeted
after school Tuition running:
Monday and Wednesday
from 3.06pm – 4:00pm.

Thursday from 8.00am. – 9.00am.
 

This includes a 15-minute meal break to satisfy
energy levels (food and drinks are supplied).

Students
attend on days agreed upon between the

coordinator, students, and families. During the
sessions students are extended in different

subjects, complete homework, work on
assignments, revise for assessments or reflect on
marked assessments with their tutors. Students
are encouraged to ask questions of their tutors

and bring work on topics they haven’t understood
in their classes.



Wariny Marrakool (Making With Hands) Art Club
Thursday from 8.00am. – 9.00am.

This includes a 15-minute breakfast break to satisfy energy levels (food and drinks are supplied).
Students use traditional and non-traditional methods and techniques to produce art of their choice.

Students can work collaboratively or individually on projects including fashion projects, paintings,
prints, weaving, and jewellery making, with local artists and Elders. These then go on display in our

FTD area of the library and around the school for various events.  These are student lead and
projects are guided by their interests. 

Dookerniny Garbala (Late Afternoon Cooking) 
Tuesdays Fortnightly 3.00pm. - 4.00pm.

Participating students are shown and taught by a local Elder how to use traditional ingredients in a
modern way using simple recipes that can be completed in a short period of time. These sessions aim
to celebrate bush tucker ingredients and teach participating students practical skills of cooking. At the
end of the semester each participating student will be given their own cookbook which will be created
as the fortnights pass, so they can share their knowledge and skills with family and friends during the

holidays.

Excursions
Careers excursions, workplace
visits, university excursions and

On-country cultural learning
excursions usually include other
FTD students from other schools

in the Program. These schools
include Hampton SHS, Kiara

College, and Morley SHS.
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